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PREFACE. 



TtlE following traSi is indeed what the 
title page fpeaks it^ no more than ajketch 
or outline of the evidence Jor our reli- 
gion. But then it is an outline taken at 
full lengthy and fuch an one as I hope may in^efs 
a lively idea of that charaSlerifiical excellency which 
dijiinguijhes itfrom^ and raifes it above ^ all others. 
Every diJiinSi topic of argument in favour of ri'^ 
velation has betn fo fully and advantageoujly han^ 
dledy and every ejfential part of it that could be 
caUed in quefiidtt fo ably defended^ that nothing of 
that kind feems capable of being added. And yet 
do we not fee our religion openly treated with all 
that negledt, fcorn, and malevolence, as if it was 
a dejign of the weakeft JlruSlurey the moji indiffe- 
rent conJequencCj nay the mojl hurtful tendency^ A 
fight equally Jhocking and deplorable ! A continua^ 

A tion 
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turn of that ^fcene^ 'where the dtvinejl benevolence 
and the mo/i fpotkfs purity that ever appeared on 
earthy received all the contumelious ufage due to the 
greateji inhumanity and the moji peftiknt wickednefs. 
I have endeavoured to cwmnce thofe who can be 
capable offucb indecency ^ that though they may have 
found objeSlions of feeming force againjl fomefmall ' 
circumftance of revelation^ yet they haw no right 
to put on an air of triumph and infolence as if they 
had gained a compleat viSiory over Cbrijlianityi be^ 
caufe they can be no judges of the force offuchpar^ 
ticular objeStions till they have attentively amjidered 
the whole body of revelation together. 

I cannot better inforce myfentiments on this fab" 
jeSl than in the following fne obfervations of Lord 
Bacon. ^ " Etenimfymmetriafcientiayfingulisfci^ 
" licet partibusfe invicem fuftihentibusy ejly & ejfe 
" debet y vera atque expedita ratio refeUendi objec^ 
tiones minorum gentium : contra y ffngula axio^ 
mata, tanquam baculosfafciofeorfan extrabasyfa" 
" die erit ea infirmarey & pro libitOy autfleSere 
aut f r anger e. — Num non in aula fpatiofa con^ 
fultiusforety unum accendere cereumy aut lychnu- 
chum fufpendere variis lumnibus inftruSfumy quo 
" omnia fmul perlufrentury quam injingulos angu- 
^^los quaquaverfus exiguam circumferre bicemam? 

a Then did they ipit in his face, and bufict him, and others 
fmotc him. Mat. 26. 67. b De Aug. Scicn. L. J. 
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^ Atqui non abfimilis ejl eorum rat to ^ qui non tarn 
^ veritatem ptrfpicms argumentis^ autboritatibus^ 
^ comparatitmibus y exempli s illufirare nituntur^ 
^quam inbocfolum incundnmfy ut minutos quofque 
^Jcrupuhs exifnanty .& captimculas expediant^ G? 
*« dubitationes fohant j hoc paSlo quajiionem ex 
*« quajiione gignentes y quemadmodum fit infuperio^ 
^^ ri fimilitudiney ut hicema in unum aliquem locufn 
« delafay alios circurnquaque defiittuzt & obfcuret!* 
• " For the harmony of afcience^ each part Juppor^ 
** fing the other ^ is and ought to be the true and brief 
^^ way of confutation and fupprejion of all the fmalkr 
^^fn-t of objeBions. But on the other fide ^ if you 
^^ take out every axiom^ as thefiicks of the fagot one 
« by oncy you may quarrel with themy and bend 
^ themy and break them at your pka/iire. ^^Were 
" // not better for a man in afpacious room to fit up 
*^ one great lighty or branching candlefiick ofli^tSy 
♦* than to go about with a ffnaU jwatch^candk into 
" every corner f Andfuch is ih^r method that re/Is 
notfo much upon evidence of truth proved by (^^ 
guments^ authoritiesy fimilitudeSy examplesy as 
upon particular confutations andfolutions of every 
fcrupky cavillationy and objeBimi ; breeding for 
the mofi part one quefiioHy asfafi as it foheth <z- 
*^ nother ; even as in the former refemblattccy wheti 
^^you carry the li^ht into one corner y you darken 

a Of the advaucemem of Learximg B. I. 
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" the rejir The noble Writer /peaks indeed of 
fcience in general. But nothing can be more appli-* 
cable to thofe minute reafonerSy on this oj revelation 
as well as on every other fubjeBy ivhofe^eyes are «^- 
ver raifed above fome of its fmalleji parts^ who are 
too near^Jighted to comprehend afyfiem. They know 
very well that the philofophers would treat them 
with contempt y. if they Jhould pretend to ridicule or 
talk decifively of the Newtonian fyjlemj without ba^ 
ving qualified them/elves to difcourfe of any thing 
greater in the creation than fome diminutive coun-- 
try where they were born. A like behaviour ^ in a 
matter of this importance ^ does not excite contempt 
but pity. We defire to overcome y without expofingy 
their weaknefs. To this end 1 heartily join in the fol- 
lowing wijh of a late pious Bijhop of our Churchy 
and have endeavoured as far as I am able to ajji/i 
in making it take effeSi. " It were likewife to be 
wijhedy that the profejfed enemies of Revealed Re^^ 
ligiony would take fome fuch way as thisy of con-- 
fidering it all at oncCy in the full extent andfim--^ 
plicity of ity before they conclude any part of it 
" to be either falfe or abfurd^T I have thefatif 
faSlion alfo tofind^ myfentiments on thisfubjeSi cor-- 
refponding with thofe of another late eminent Bi- 
jhop in his Analogy of Religion to the Conftitu- 
tion of Nature, jind I wijh this treatife might 

a Preface to Bp. GaftrelPs Chriftian Inftitutes. 

have 
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have the advantage of being perufed together with 
that, at leajl with the Chapter, of the particular 
evidence for Chriftianity ; and might be enabled to 
pkad in its own defence the merit of gaining a rea- 
der to a much nobler performance. I am confcious 
how much it would Jink in his e/ieem by the qowpa-- 
, rifon : But the argument, which is all I aim at, 
would be greatly Jirengtbened 'y and if by this means 
a viSlory over doubts or difficulties Jhould be obtain- 
ed, IJhall be no way folicitous about any Jhare in 
the honour of it. 

But I will not feek to recommend the intention 
of tbefe Jheets by any further authorities. / only 
wijh the execution may be thought as little to need 
an apokgy as the dejign. 
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Section L 

Denique Jit quidvis Jimplex duntaxat ^ 
unum^ Hon 

|HE Author of Nature doth lathing 
in vain. He never employeth more 
Caufes for the Produ<5tion of any 
EfFed: where fewer are fufficient" 
This Maxim hath long been verified in Philofo- 
phy ; and a juft attention to it hath led the way 
to fome of the fineft difcoveries. May we not 
believe that it is equally true in religicHis as in 
natural Philofophy, and that the God of order 
hath had an uniform regard to it throughout all 
his diipenfations, fince it is manifeil in part of 
them ? that it equally takes place whether Mo- 
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tion or Convidtion is to be produced ; whether it 
is propofed to adtuate Matter, or to influence 
Mind ? and confequently that it will be a Guide 
equally faithful in refearches of both kinds ? In 
tracing the Laws of the Univerfe, that Hypothe- 
fis has juftly been efteemed the moft beautiful, 
and, as far as our limited enquiries can compare 
them, appears to be the moft confiftent with 
Truth, where the motions laid down are the 
fimpleft, and the powers leaft complex. Shall 
we fay then- that the Intelleftual World is put 
upon a different eftablifliment, and that here on- 
ly, where all the beauties of harmony would ap- 
pear greatly heightened, juft and frugal Oecono- 
my hath been made to give way to undifciplined 
profusion, and ill-proportioned fuperfluity? If 
a Plaifbt k to be held in its Orbit, the agency of 
different powers has not been employed where 
one was fufficient^ nor have two Suns been 
lighted up to illuminate a Globe, where one 
could communicate the requifite quantity of 
Rays. Is it not then as good reafoning to con- 
clude, that no fuperfluous motives are employed 
to retain the world in obedience, and that no 
needlefs expence pf evidence hath been made to 
bring us to the knowledge of Truth? This 
feertis indeed to be no more than what our Sa- 
vipur himfelf inftruds us in, when, at one time, 

•He 
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' He witholds his mighty works becaufe of un- 
belief 5 and when again in a Parable, ^ He re- 
prefents Abraham as refiifing to give a needlefs 
enforcement to the authority of Mofes and the 
Prophets by fending an apparition from the 
dead. 

Thefe Confiderations have * ever made mc 
backward in aflenting to their opinion, who 
feem ta think that any one Miracle, or any one 
Prophecy, was defigned of itfelf for a full and 
adequate proof of the truth of Chriftianity. For 
if every one of thefe is to be received as a diftindt 
and complete proof, fetting afide all relation to 
and coherence with others, how are the princi^ 
pies we fpeak of preferved amidft fuch a multi- 
plicity of proofs ; and what becomes of our ad- ^ 
mired order and occonomy where, while one 
evidence was fufficient to produce the conviiftion 
propofed, a thoufand evidences are promifcuouf- 
ly fet up ? One would rather be induced by the 
applauded beauty of fimplicity and uniformity to 
think, that all thefe prophecies and all thefe nii- 
racles being linked together by a neceflary con- 
neftion, and difpofed amongft each other in an 

a Mat. 13. 58. . b Luke 16. * Sec the Idea of the Subjc6k 
\\ttt handled, propgfed in the concluding page of a treatife upon 
tbe Argument for the truth of Chriftianity drawn from a colk£live 
view of Prophecy. 

admi 
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admirable fymmetry and regular fubordination^ 
do conftitute one complete and adequate proof 
of the truth of Chriilianity, alone able to obviate 
all the prejudices, and to overcome all the incre- 
dulity to which mankind are liable, if their 
growth and inveteracy have not made them at 
laft too ftubborn to yield to convidion. 

This is the fupreme proof, applicable to all 
cafes, and whofe energy is equal to all the dif- 
ficulties which can arife. But dien there are de- 
grees of doubt which will give way to fmaller 
force of convidion, Thefe are infinitely varied, 
as the circomfiances of complexion, capacity, 
opportunities, inclination, prgudice, enter diffe- 
rently into them ; and to diefe the feveral parts 
of the great proof may be in their turns, as in- 
* ferior proofs, fuccefsfiilly applied. 

They therefore are not to be blamed who turn 
themfelves to the ftudy and management of ar- 
guments drawn firom fingle miracles or prophe- 
cies 5 but fuch only as confine themfelves to thefe^ 
ai>d would have them in all cafes efteemed com- 
plete, adequate, and fovereign proofe. The 
ilrength they contain cannot be clearly apprehen- 
ded by every one. To do them juftice diey muft 
often be examined microfcopically. Their beau- 
ties may be perfect, yet they are in miniature j 
:and therefore may eafily efcapc the obiervation 

of 
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of the inattentive^ and the penetration of the 
dull. 'Tis painful to keep the eye fixed upon 
minute objects fw fo long a time as is requiiite 
to gain a perfe^ idea of them } becaufe its veilels 
muft be here ftrained and contraded. But it can 
dwell with eafe and fatisfadiion on the beauties 
of larger objeds which fill its capacity^ and leave 
it in its natural ftate. A blade of grafs, a feed. 
Of an animalcule, are endkfs fcenes of wonder 
and inftru^on to thofe who have leifure and a- 
bilities for fuch ftudies. While they trace out 
the leaves and branches of a tree in the minute 
foldings of the feed ; admire the curious texture 
of the leaf; number up the thoufands of veiiels 
in the aninaakule, branching out into endlefs di- 
vifions; and purfue the courie of the fluids 
through thefe fcarce perceptible tubes j they can 
difcern aflonifhing marks of infinite wifdom. 
But then thefe are beauties which the bulk of 
mankind can never have any apprehenfion of, nor 
relifh for. If you would imprefs upon fuch a 
fenfe of the fupreme wifdom and power, you 
mufl bid them extend their view as far as they 
can reach over the creation ; you mufl bid them 
furvey the heavens, the earth, and the ocean; 
and the bolder beauties which thefe contain will 
arrefl the attention of the mofl incurious as well 
as of the mofl incjuifitive. 



The Confideration of our own ^fearful and 
wonderful Make might eafily excite one of the 
royal Pfalmift's genius and contemplation to rife 
up with gratitude and thank the Lord : but e- 
vcn a common beholder may be led from obfer- 
ving the greater works of the creation to admire 
the wifdom of God, and to join with him when 
he fings, " ^ O Lord, how manifold are thy 
** works i in wifdom haft Thou made them all !'* 
The fmalleft parts of Revelation have undoubt- 
edly their beauties, and their force of evidence : 
But do we look for thefe finiihed and complete ? 
for beauties which muft be admired? for evi- 
dence which is irrefiftible ? They are only to 
be found in the noble proportions, the firni 
ftruifhire of that comprehenfive and perfedt proof, 
of which we are fpeaking. 

a Pf. 139. 13, b Pf. 104. 24. 
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Section IL 
Dignus vindic$ nodus. Hon 

BUT let us advance nearer and try to gain 
a fuller underftanding of the nature and 
conftitution of this proof. 

The Defign of the chrifHan religion is tQ, 
bring back mankind into the way to heaven^ 
which they had departed from, and were of 
themfelves utterly luiable to recover. The rea- 
fon of this inability may appear thus. 

Man never had a natural right to happineis» 
His title to it at firft was not abfolute and inhe- 
rent, but conditional. The Conditions were, 
that he fhould always preferve himielf an obe- 
dient and finlefs creature. In this he failed, and 
therefore his title to happinefs was as much ex- 
tindi: as if it had never been ; fince no conditio- 
nal right can fubfiil longer than the conditions 
are maintained. But what was flill worfe, his 
fituation was fuch, that he was never to return 
into an abfolute infeniibility and indifference, fo 
as to remain fufpended, as it were, in a middle 
ftate between happinefs and mifery. At the 
fame time therefore that he fell under the for- 
feiture 
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feiture of happinefs, he incurred the j)enalty of 
mifery. From this dreadful fituation he could 
never recover himfelf by his own power* From 
an innocent creature he could make himfelf a 
guilty one, but when become guilty he could 
not make himfelf innocent. He could eafily ftaia 
the purity of his nature, but could not wafli out 
that ftain. His guilt indeed might be forgiven 5 
it could not be taken away. — But then fbrgive- 
pefs was not the part of the offender^ it could 
proceed from none but the offended — Here it 
pleafed the eternal Son of God to relieve us, and 
to take upon himfelf the office of a Mediator be- 
tween God and man. He offered himfelf a fa- 
crifice to fatisfy the demands of juflic^ againft 
us, and thus reflored us, though not to innocen- 
cy, yet to the privileges of it, freeing us from 
the punifhment of guilt, and putting us again in 
pofleffion of a right to happinefs. But this right 
alfo was, like the former, conditional. He gave 
us a Rule of Duty, the obfervance of which was 
to fecure us the favour of God, and the eternal 
pofTefSon of thofe blefEngs which he had again 
made acceflible to us. 

Such is the end of Chriflianity, "to renew 
« man's title to happinefs." An end which fure- 
ly mufl be contemplated with joy and thankful- 
nefs by thofe who are to enjoy the benefits of it. 

—"But 
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"But are there no doubts to damp our 
" kindling joy and check our riling tranfports ? 
" are we fure that this is not all a pleafing dela- 
" fion, called up by fome art of man, to lull us 
into a deceitful calm, and falfe fecurity? Who 
can appeafe the tortures which fuch fufpicions 
" give, and aflure us that this reprefentation is in 
<« reality conformable to the will of God ^ that 
" He will indeed accept the atonement made for 
us, andj efteeming this a compenfation for our 
imperfect obedience, confer upon us thefe great 
" rewards ? Where is the Evidence for the truth 
" of Chriftianity ? If this be as convincing as the 
"end is defireable, we will then perform the 
« conditions prefcribed us with a becoming fer- 
" vor and alacrity." 

For our fatisfadlion here, we have the hiftory 
of this whole tranfa<aion prefervcd to us. In 
the Holy Scriptures we behold the plan of our 
Redemption laid out from the revelation of the 
defign to its completion. We can trace it here 
with wonder and dehght from its firft appear- 
ance, through all the ftages of its progrefs to ita 
perfciftion : And we find in every period fo many 
chara<fters of Divinity 5 we fee it introduced and 
carried on imder a guard of fo many wonders ; 
and attended by a feries of prophecies and mi- 
racles, difpofcd with fuch propriety of order, 

and 
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and maint^ing through the wideft interruptions 
of time and place, fuch an Unity of defign ^ as 
fully demonftrate it to have been planned by e- 
ternal wifdom, and executed by onmipotence. 

But this being a Matter important enough to 
deferve a more diftinft illuftration, we will en- 
deavour to trace out the lines of that connedtirtn, 
by which the differfent parts of this proof grow 
together into a Body of fuch admirable beauty 
and ftrength* 
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Section III. 

. Anton. Pius* 

AJjeamed Prelate • has already prored that 
a chain of prophecies does actually fubfift, 
and that they cannot be difunited without lofs of 
evidence. He has demonilrated further that the 
prophecies were given to ferve a double purpofe, 
to fupport the religion of the old worlds and to 
^n)e evidence to our Saviour's mjjum. We need 
not now re-attempt what he has performed with 
fuch advantage, and £hall therefore afTume it as 
a truth . already proved. A late Author ^ of dif- 
tinguifhed merit has alfo pointed out a* chain of 
miracles. We ihall add, that thefe miracles 
were likewife fo difpofed as to concur with pro- 
phecy in fupport o^ both thofe defigns. 

The iirft miracle which fucceeded the ne- 
ceflity of a Redemption was exhibited at the 
time of palling fentence on the offenders in Pa- 

t BpSbirUck in his Difcottrfes on the U/e and Intent of Pro* 
pbHy» b See this Argument ingenioafly liandlcd in the Effays 
on the Cbara&eriftics, Eflky 3. 

^ radife. 



radife. It was that deviation which was made 
from the then eftablifhed order of the creation in 
changing the form of the Serpent, jind the Lord 
Godfaid unto the Serpent^ becaufe Ihu baji done 
thisy thou art curjed above all cattle ^ and abcFoe e^ 
very beajl of tbejkld: upon thy belly Jhak thou ^o^ 
and dti/ljhak thou eat all the days of thy life. Tp 
underftand the propriety of this miracle- we muft 
confider its defign. 

It pleafed God^ evier kind and merciful to his 
atatures, when he fentenced the unhappy fklleil 
pair, and laid before them an enumeration Df 
thofe miferies in which they had involved thern-^ 
felveS) at the fame time to throw fome ccrnifpf'- 
t&ble rays of light upcm die mielancholy prbl^^ ; 
by alTuring them that they were not yet defert** 
ed by his goodnefs, nay that he had alreteiy piio^ 
vided k remedy for their miferks. *He foretold 
them that there fhould arife from the feed of the * 
Woman a champion m their cMife, who ibould 
in his turn triumph over their now faccefsful ad* 
verfary, and in confequenc^ reverfe all the fad 
effedts of that fatal conquefl. It mufl be tliought 
a great means of hei^htning that coihfoit whic^ 
tiiis^promife would impart, if man might have 
at the fame time fbme kind of vifible ieciuity fer 
its completion. Siich fecuri^ it vras to behold 
the humiliation of the enemy already take place, 

and 



I »9 1 

imA the rirtue of the prophecy even then be^« 
jiing to operate as foon as it was comnffinicated. 
The ierpent was the only vifible agent in iho fe^ 
duAion of our parents. They could not there-- 
fere poflibly behold it without having that i^Oi- 
nizing fcene full in their view, and without un<- 
dergoing all thofe tremors and bitter refle&ions» 
which the jM-efcnce of a Vidtor, made terrible by 
cur deftruftion, naturally forces upon the mind. 
But now the ^ht of it dnis changed would call 
up a mixture of pleaiing and painful fenfations. 
It would now at the faiiie time oppcefs afid re^- 
vive. It would afibdate the ideas qf theijr fuf&- 
rmgs and of their expedtadons, which ought al- 
ways to prefent themfelves tog^er, to exclude 
on OQe l^nd defpair> on the other> prefumpiioo. 
While it was a memorial of dieir guilt and fhame, 
it would now alfo be an evidence of their hopes ; 
itiU allaying the grief it occaiioned by bripgitig 
home a baliam from the comforts^ however re.^ 
mote, wlii^ch the propt)Gcy afforded. 

The impropriety or injuftice^ as fome call k^ 
jof puniiking a mere inftniment has been o&e»i 
objeded« Bat when we place the fa(fl in fuch a 
dtrei^on as that it may point to its true center^ 
tibe Bicdcmption, Ve 6nd that if 'any thic^ be- 
fore ieemed amks, it was from its being obfer^ 
ved in a wrong pofition. As when ^mp fmall 

B a figure 
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figure thrown back into the reniote light offomf 
excellent piece of painting, is confidered apart, 
it may be thought unmeaning deformity and 
<iaubing : but as foon as its relation to the group 
is taken in, we are no longer at a lofs to difcem 
its expreffion and figiiificancy. 
, The revelation was thus begun : but it was 
not yet ftrong enough to preferve itfelf without 
fur^er affiftance, as it rolled down through the 
irfimenfe traA of time it had to pafs. Its bainks 
ilood in need of conftant repairs^ left its ftream 
ihould be either diflip&ted and loft in fo long a 
courfe, or bp ftained by the inlet of impure and 
corrupted waters. And in purfuing its channel 
it will appear to have been all along guided by 
an unerring hand, A fele£t people was appoint- 
ed for its reception and conveyance. As this dc- 
fignation often engaged them in difficulties which 
it required a fortitude more than human to over- 
come, they were taken under the more imme- 
diate proteiSlion of Heaven. And w^ fhall*find 
that the fucJfceffion of wonders wrought for their 
encouragement was every where peculiarly a- 
dapted to their circumftances and wants. Once, 
when corruption was very near becoming uni- 
verfal, and tHe few faithful tihiat remained w^re 
in the utmoft danger from the violence of its in- 
creafe, * the fountains of the great Deep were 

a Gen. 7. 1 1. broken 



liri;^en up^ and the windows of Heaven w«re 
opened^ to fweep away the infedion, and lave 
^m from the furrounding contagion ; and they 
only were preferved from the deluge of water, 
who had brav^y wkhilood the inundation of 
rice. ^ 

When Abraham was to tmdergp. the ieverefl 
trials of bis conflancy from a perfuafion that the 
bleiling promifed to all nations fhould ipring 
from his feed, that feed was * raifed up to him 
by one miracle, and ^ preferved by another, 
. God's government of the Jews is a fcene of fuch 
great and fliipei^dous WQnders as cannot be b&« 
held without deep and awfuJ aflonifhm^L They 
are to be fortified againfl the prevailing opinion 
pf local and national Deities, and all the other 
errors and corruptions of idplatry. Accordingly 
God devionflrates himfelf to be the Lord by 
mofl tremendous proofs. He fhews his«fove- 
reign power by turns over all the elements; com- 
manding the fervice bf the clouds and all the me^ 
teors of the air; reftraining the impetuofit^ of 
the deep, and making the waters forget their 
fluid nature; opening die womb of the earth, and 
caujing it to yield its increafe without culture: 
He. conducts his People with a mighty hand^ 
ftnd outflretched arm, faflains them with the 

f Gcxv 17. 18. 21. . b Gen. 92> 
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bread of Heaven, fights their battles, deibilsdje 
taof^ formidable combinadons againft them, and 
to compkat all, dif^days before tfaem the infnp- 
fKXtable fplendor of his prefenoe. 

But the Saviour of mankind, die prince of 
peace approaches, and fee what a plea%g aipeA 
omnipotence now puts on ! His miracles bieath 
die ^irit of his laws ; they are all the o£R*fpring 
of benevolence, of humani^, of dxat heaiven- 
born oharity which himfelffiiH. planted on eardi. 
He gocis about doing good, difpenfing blcffings 
wherever he goes, giving fight to dit blkid, rai- 
fing the lame from his couch, uSmzs^ag the 
troubles and diforders of the foul, healing all 
manner of infirmities, drying up 4ihe tears of die 
afflided, and, where his relief is' ^not accepted, 
himfelf weeping over the miferies and infenfibi* 
tity of mankind. • 

Laftly, for the conveyance of thefe glad ti- 
dings over the earth, we fee ignorant and unin-« 
ftrutfled.men infpired with hfeavenly wifdom ; the 
fimple and artlefs are enabled fib confound the 
wifdom of the wife, the unlearned becom* maf- 
ters of perfuafion, the gift of tongues naturalizes 
them in all countries, and impovra's them to 
execute the oommiflion they received ', "Go ye, 
•* and teach all nations?' Thus * went th^. forth 

ft Mat 28. J9. b Mark r& 20. 
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and preached every where, the. Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word by figns 
following. 

If we fhould now fry what effed it would 
have to fuppofe the CMrd^r of ^e miracles in any 
maimer cha^iged, thk would be a &rther illuffara* 
tion of the advantages refulting from their pre^ 
jfent iituation. Which of all the miracles exhi« 
hijted to the Ifraelites CP144 have been to Adam, 
what the dehaiing of the £brpent to the abjedt 
flate <£ a reptile was, a ftanding fecur ity for the 
completion of his hopes, apd a prelude to the 
final Overthrow of his enemy ? . 

To what end would ih^ gift of languages 
have been beftowed upon the Ifraelites fdciuded 
as they were from the converie and fociety of aU 
foreign peopk ? 

Or how would the power of overthrowing* 
annies and extirpating nations have promote 
the eftablifhment of the Gofpel of peace, or ad- 
vanced Jthe propagation of a religion, which was 
to level all ^iftindtions, to reauce mankind agaifi 
into one commiinity/afTodating them in the foft 
ties oTuniverfal charky ? Whatever changes wre 
ca9 fancy ar« o^y fo m^^y bkmiAies, and io've 
to prove that the fartDia: we recede from the pr^- 
fent difpoiition of the xniracles, the farther w;e 
deviate into diforda and confufiom. 
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Alterius fie 



Altera pofcit opem res^^ ^ conjurat 
amice. Hor. 

IT appears then that there is a beautiful and 
regular feries as well of miracles as of pro- 
phecies. It will be eafy to advance one ftep far- 
ther, and to difcem the mutual dependence be- 
tween thefe. We have feen them introduced to- ' 
gether^ and we may obferve them going on hand 
in hand, as if equally concerned in providing for 
the fccurity of that religioiis faith, in fupport of 
which they at firft appeared. As the firft mi- 
racle came in to the afliftafice of the firft pro*** 
phccy, fo we find their powers aftcrwards-com*^ 
bined throughout the progrefs of the revelation, 
fonfietimes working alternately, and fometimes 
exerting their joint energy. The vytue of pro- 
phecying and doing i^aclbs were generally com- 
municated, and very often exerted, together; that 
the operations of the one might add credit «and 
authority to the didlates of the other. The light 
of prophecies, and the ftrength of miracles were 
me^fw^d out in due proportiooS;^ and the remote 

com-* 



.comforts of the former were feldom left long 

^ui}fuftained by the prefent and feniible convic- 
tions of the latter. 

It is anoth^ ftrong circumftance of connec*- 
tion between them, that the miracles are in ma- 
ny cafes proofs of the prophecies ; as whenever 
the prophecy receives its accompUfliment in fome 
miraculous event. Now here the relation be- . 
tween them conftitutes the whole ftrength of the 
prophecy, and makes the miracle appear doubly 
miraculous ; and ^erefore in this cafe a fepara- 

' tion would be doing the greateft violence to 
both, it would greatly disfigure the one^ and 
wholly enervate the other* 

* But there is a general tie of affinity between 

• them, and that i8, their unity of defign. They 

* are common evidences of the fame truths and 
therefore have a right to a common confidera- 
tion, for the fanie reafon that every equitabje* 
court will decide uppn a fum of the evidence. 

.It woiild be a proceeding equally erroneous, . 
in one cafe, 'to confine our attention to finglc 
' miracles or prophecies, . and in the other, to 4i- 
. red: a Jury, to withdraw and prepare a feparate 
^ vcrdidt on the teftimony of every fingle witnefs, 
where the fad: was attefted by a number of con- 
curring witnefles, In a feries of confiftent evi- 
dence, the force of any particular attcftation does 

not 



not depend on its own clearnefs alone ; it foor- 
rows credibility from it6 agreement with the r^fL 
All the prophecies and miracles, howfoever re- 
mote, are by their unity of defign drawn toge- 
^er and formed into one regular Whole, grow- 
ing ftronger, and being mutually Supported by 
the ailbciation. As the ftrength of ti^ parts in 
a well con(lru<%ed arch is the refuk, not of their 
own fblidity alone, but g£ their unifbrm direc* 
tion to one common' center. 

Thus we fee out of what^nateriiils this great 

• proof is made, and how thofe materials are put 
together. That Goo, with whom a thoufand 
years are as one day, and one day as a thoufand 
years, could haxre finkhed the Redemption, as 
well as the Creadon, in a mofnent. But in on£ 
cafe* he* adapted his operations to the under- 
Handing, in the other to the neckties, of ^s 

^ creatures. He could have brought together dl 
the grand apparatus of this myftery, overwhelm- 
ing one age with the luftre and ailoniihmeitf 
which fuch an aflemblage of prodigies muft cre- 
ate. But by the regular diftrU>ution of them 
which his wiidom has made, what an ample pro- 
vifion arifes for die tieceflities of all ! The faith 
of th^ old world is animated and enlivened by 
the wcourajgement of repeated promifes, and 
coni|ant acceilions to their hopes; and we fbel 

. our 
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our own Ibengthned by the demonflrations of 
wifilom and goodpefs which break in upon us, 
while we contemplate a icheme thus unfolded 
and thus fiipported, and "while we perceive the 
greyer weight of teftimony which dbefe promi- 
fes yield by being placed fo remote from us, the 
evidence o£ prophecies ftill increafing wit& their 
diftance from the predicted events. Had the Sun ^ 
been for ever fixed, as •it was once for fome 
time, over Gibeon, that psoticular place would 
have been fcorched with its heat, and dazzled 
with its luftre, whilft all other regions would 
ha« remained dark, cold, and comfixtlefs : If 
we l^d then belicFcd his ftation to have been 
appointed him by the fupreme power, we muft 
have believed that power to be iiegardleis of us^ 
or inoenied againft u$. But now when we fee 
him duly performing his* revolutions, and fuc«( 
ceffively waraiing and Ukminating every part of 
the g^obe,* we ape convinced that his courfe muft ^ 
ha^ve been prefcribed him by the univeifal Lord^ 
and' the common parent of all* - 
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S E C T I ON V. 

Tantum feries junSheraque pollet. Hon 

WE' have feen this fyflem of miracles an4 
prophecies as it gradually grew up^ 
guarding the religion and fupporting the faith of 
antiquity. We are now at liberty to take a view 
of it when brought to perfeftion, Ind to confi- 
der with what peculiar advantage it gives evi- 
dence to ours. • 

Let us fuppofe it then for a moment not to 
havt exiftcd ; that, by conceiving hoyr its lofs 
would have afFefted us, we may afterwards have 
the truer relifh for its enjoyment. Let us fuppofe 
that our Saviour had only performed fome onq 
miracle ; or, without his doing any thing mira- 
^ culous, that his coming had been foretold barely 
by a fingle prophecy, defcribing fome peculiarity 
in his life or condudt ; and yet tbati on the tefti- 
mony of this evidence, he had required of us 
the fame obedience to his laws, the fame firm 
belief of the dodrines and myfteries of his reli- 
gion, that he now does. In either cafe might we 
not with fome fhew of reafon have complained 
that we had a very harrow bafis to build our 

&ith 
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fkith upon ? Would it not have been with fom« 
plaufibility objeded, that the co-incidence of the 
prophecy with its event might poffibly be acci- 
dental : that the miracle might be falfly impofed 
upon the world either by the aflors or the rela- 
tcrs : that the beholders might be credulous, the . 
performer an artful jugler, the hiftorian weak or 
difhopeft : or la(Hy that.it might poffibly have 
been produced by a confederacy of all thefe. 
What could have fortify 'd the heart even of 
the fincere and willing convert againft all im- 
preffion from thefe objedtions when backed by 
all the ftrength of reafoning, infinuated by all 
the fubtilties of fophiftry, fet off with all the 
pleafing imagery of wit, oppofed by ftubbom 
arid inveterate prejudices, and favoured perhaps 
by the propenfity of inclination ? 

Here, if we? call in again the univerfal proof to 
^ur aid, we fliall with eafe be enabled to defeat 
all thefe objeftions, when thus armed (to adopt 
the Apoftles expreffibn) in this Panoplia of God. 
And firft obferve what acceffion of ftrength wiU 
now be made to ,the credit of the Jiiftorians. 
For here will be now a number of hiftorians 
mutually fupporting each other: hiftorians of 
different ages, different countries, different com- 
plexions,. abilities, educations, perfuafions, inte- 
refts : diSereQt in all other parts of their charac- 
ter. 






t 30 ] 

ter ; yet as hifteriani perfedly confident. Now 
what one motive caii poffibly be thought of, if 
we fet afide the convidion of truth, that might 
have this uniform iiifluelice <xi writers ib vari« 
ous? It could not be any ingredient in llieir 
confUtution ; for here are the £ttiguine and the 
phl^madc, the adive and the contemplative, 
the warm and the fedate, fome t^ho enjoyed all 
the fire of imagination, and others who pofleiled 
gll the coolnefs of judgment. It could not be 
any fimilarity of education, any prepc^ffion of 
fcntiments, or adherence to favourite principle^ 
nor laflly any union of interefts : for here were 
the ignorant and the learned, thofe of iimple 
unadorned minds, and thofe who had been ew- 
riched and refined wkh all the advantages of cul- 
ture and inftruftion : fome trained up in aQ the 
affluence and fplendor of k CQurt, fcme who hard- 
ly Spired above the humility of a cottage : here 
were the fuccefsful and the unfortunate, the 
martial and the timorous, tho' monarch and the 
mechanic : in fhort here were men engaged in 
the moft^difcof dant foenes of life. Now, when 
we fee a plan fo fiir beyond the c6mpa& of hu- 
man gedius to comprehend as that we have been 
reviewing, defcribed by the joint ' afflfhnce of 
men in every circuoiflance &> diftinguiihed, and 
diis executed widi the fiune. confiftcncy and uni- 
formity 
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Ibrmity as if it had been tlie rc|;ular work of 
ibme great and fingle .genius & what can we con- 
dude^ but that the Spifit of divine wi£iom pre- 
fided oyer the whok wOrk^ aligning each his 
part, and fo condu£fcing him through it^ that 
this univeffal harmony might iliU be preferved ? 

The z£ton and the witne^ may properly 
be oonfid^red together : for to iay that the one 
were credulous and dbluded, fuppoies the other 
to be deceivers and impoftors* £ut can any one 
look oh this collection of wonders and yet retain 
the leail fufpidoi of either ? Can we behold 
themt pubiickly exhibited in all ages and coun* 
tries, before promifcuous midtrtudee of all ranks 
^d dij(tin€tions^ md can%e think that all diis 
may yet be refolved into artifice and decepl^^ 
by imagining in all dlefe inftstnces^ a very lucky 
concourfe of boldnefs and fubtilty An the one 
hand, with a proper quantity of gtednlity and in-* 
&tuabon on th^ other ? He who can ento^n 
^ ful|)icion muft himfelf pofleis a very uncom- 
npK»i ihare of tfie weaknefs in queftion. 

Had there been only one prophecy, and t|iat 
at no great djftance frcHn its event, it might pof- 
fibly be ^doubted whether it ought to be derived 
any farther than from human fagadty favoured 
by chance. As you ronove the prophecy farther 
back, and. again as you add to the number of 
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{MX)phecies9 the doubt gradually lofes of its pro-^ 
bability and dies away. But, where there is st 
chain of prophecies, iet at all diftances fronn 
toeir events, delivered by differoit perfons, and. 
yet dependent amongft themfelves; you are then 
at liberty to make human difcemment as deep--, 
lighted, and chance as propitious as you pleafe z 
though thefe principles fhould be fufHcient as far 
as they go, yet they are abfblutely too narrow to 
raife the leaft doubt upon : for you have now to 
account, not only for the coincidence of the pro- 
phecy and its event, but further for that furpri- 
fing correfpondence amongft the infpired of alL 
ages, men under fuch different circumftances 
and in all other jefp§9:s fo diffimilar, which 
could imprefs upon their ieveral prophecies an 
imifofm tendency, and conned: them together in 
a well concerted feries. 

Such is the complicated labour of the atheift 
when he fhould flrike out a fyfjem without the. 
help of an intelligence^ For though we fhould 
allow his atoms to form themfelves into a fuf&- 
cient number of beautiful globes, yet he could 
never on his principles tell us, whence the har- 
mony of their revolutions, and whence^ the (cr 
cret power that could incline bodies fo remote 
from each other to this unanimous motion round 
one common center, 

Our 
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Our reafoning with regard to miracles will be 
cxaftly parallel to this. For if we take only 
one miracle, it might be thought by fome a well 
managed cheat, impofed upon a credulous' multi- 
tude contributing to their own delufion. As the • 
miracles are repeated the probability of deluiion 
will diminifh, and when they are fufEciently 
multiplied muft at length be intirely deftroyed* 
But when there is a feries of miracles, performed 
by different perfons, at times very remote from 
each other, and yet all concurring in fupport of 
the fame defign ; you may then afTume what 
quantity of craft and credulity you will afk : for 
tlie moft extravagant meafures of the one, and 
all poffible contrivance of the other, and thefe 
put together in a manner the moft convenient 
for the purpofe, could never carry an impofturc 
beyond the produdtion of fo many feparate mi- 
racles ; they could never enable you to account 
for this wonderful confent and harmony amongft 
unconnected and independent fadls ; fafts fo dis- 
tant from each other in time and place, that no 
human means of communication could be open- 
ed between them. When we fee the miracles of 
our Saviour and his difciples, of the prophets, 
of Mofes, and thofe exhibited to Abraham, all 
confpiring to give teftimony to the fame tt-uth ; 
can we afcribe this union amongft them to any 
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Other but Him, who exifted through all Aefe 
periods, and who could with truth utter this pa- 
radox " Before Abraham was, I am." 

But we have not yet feen our proof in its full 
ftrength. If the feries of prophecies alone was 
far above the efFedts of all human wisdom, and 
that of miracles fo fuperior to the efforts of hu- 
man power ; how invincible muft be the force 
of thefe when united ! What combination of 
mortal, nay let us add infernal, fubtilty and 
flrength can be able ,to weaken a chain of evi- 
deilce, where fuch admirable wifdom and fuch 
aftonifhing a£ts of power are knit together, and 
miracles and prophecies beautifully interwoven 
with each other. If we fhould grant that arti- 
fice, penetration^ and authority, in league againft 
w^nefs^ ignorance, and inexperience, might 
be able to produce a very imall part, a link or 
* two^ of fuch a chain ; yet, as this extends, the fuf- 
pidon of deceit muft ftill contra A, and the proof 
grow more perfect ; and when it runs through 
all ages, fince it then infinitely out-meafures the 
reach of all human capacity, the fufpicion muft 
iqtireiy vaniih and the proof become compleat^ 
So vaft a defign could be produced by no con- 
iederacy, except where H e prefided, who is alone 
" Great in counfel, and mighty in work." 
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Section VI. 

1191 xsn m^u ^t}uyj09jjuim s Dion. Longin. 

/ Jbave even from the beginning declared 
it to thee I before it tame to pafsy I 
Jhewed it thee : lefi thou Jhouldeji fay ^ 
mine idol hath done them^ and my 
graven image^ and tr^ molten image 
hath commanded them. Ifaiah. 

VISIBLE reprefeAtations are a confiderabk 
relief to th6 mind in hfer refearches aft^f 
truth. They fuftain her wing through the regions 
of thought ; and ihe becx)mes lefs feniible of thd 
fatigue of abftradiing while flie has theffe to ra- 
pofe on. The fight of a figure has in an inftant 
cleared up all difficulties, where demonftration 
could not fucceed. It may not therefore be dif- 
agreeable to fome to fei a compendious delinea- 
tion of the fcheme we have been cqnfidering. 

It commences then with the aera of the 
world's creation. For we cannot fuppofe it to 
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have been long after that, that the Revelation 
was opened by a * prophecy, and confirmed by 
a miracle both exhibited to our firft parents, the 
only two of the. human race then exifting. 

It was confirmed in the year 1556 by an 
cftablifhment of Gods covenant with Noah an J 
by a ^ prcdidtion delivered to him, which was ac- 
complifhed about one Hundred years afterwards 
in that ftupendous miracle the uni verfal deluge ; 
when Noah and his f^jnily alone were fpared 
from the general deftrudion, that through them 
the origmal revelation might be conveyed in its 
purity to the new world. 

It was ferther enlarged and fupported in the 
years 2083, 2106, 2132 by a ^prophecy thrice 
repeated, and the laft time accompanied by a 
miracle, both given to Abraham, a Chaldeto,- a 
man of a moft unblameable and exemplary life^ 
whofe confidence in this promife was fo great, 
that he facrificed to it the chief advantages and 
indearments of life, abandoning his patrimony, 
his friends, and his country in coihpliance with 
its call. 

By a ' prophecy in die year 23 15 delivered by 
^ Jacob on his death-bed, whofe life had been led 



\ a Geiu 3, b Gen. 6.17. c Gen. 12. 18,. 22 Chapters. 
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in paftoral innocence, and whofe virtue had un- 
dergone the fevereft trials. 

By feveral very aftonifliing "* miracles about 
the year 2514 performed by Mofcs, a man of a 
royal education, of diftinguiflied learning and 
virtue, in the prefence of the Egyptians, a faga- 
cious and fldlful people, and determined enemies 
to the caufe which Mofes had undertaken. 

By feveral great * miracles during the 40 fub- 
fequent years performed by the fame Mofes in 
the prefence of the Ifraelites, who fubmitted to 
his conduit with great reluftance and difcontent. 

By a * prophecy delivered by Balaam, a Mefo- 
potamian, in the year 2552, to Balak king of 
Moab. Balaam feems to have been a man of lit- 
tle true piety, and to have been compelled rather 
than led by his inclinations to the fervice of re- 
ligion. However in this particular inftance, he 
delivered with a becoming freedom the part of 
theVevelation communicated to him, though he 
faw that he muft forfeit by it, riches, honours, 
and the favour of a Monarch. 

By a ** prophecy delivered by Mofes in the 
year 2553. To this period is the hiftory of re- 
velation continued by Mofes. 

« 

» Exod. as far as 15 Chapter, b The remainder of the Pen- 
tateuch, c Numb. 2^. 17. d Deut. iS, i8. 
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By a ■ prophecy delivered by Nathan to kiag 
David in the year 2962 and fuppofed to be re^ 
corded by Nathan, 

By a * prophecy of uncertain date delivered 
and recorded' by David, a man whofe heroic vir- 
tues raifed him from a low condition to $ throne- 
By a ' prophecy of the fwrophet Jbel in the 
year 3204. 

By a * prophecy of Amo6 a ihepherd in the 
year 3217. • 

By feveral very remarkable - prophecies inter- 
fperfed with miracles, for the fpace of 60 years 
from the year 3240, delivered by Ifaiah, a perfon 
of noble birth and a fublime writer: who for 
the variety, extent, and clearnefs of his prophe- 
cies is diftinguifhed by^the title of the Evangeli- 
cal Prophet 5 and who fufFcrcd great diftrefles, 
and, as tradition fays, death itfelf from his coun- 
trymen, irritated againft him by his faithful dif- 
charge of the prophetical funftion. 

By a ' prophecy of Hofea in the year 3279. 

By a ' prophecy of Micah in the year 3294. 

By feveral ** prophecies continued for upwards 
of forty years from the year 3375 by Jeremiah, a 
Prieft feleded to the prophetical office very 

a 2 Sam. 7. b Pf. 16. 10, 11. c Joel 2. 28, 29. d Amos 
9. II. c Ifaiah's Prophecy. f Hofea 13. i+p g Micah 
4. 5 Chapters. h Jeremiah's prophecy. 
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young : who dter a fhare in the national calami- 
. ties he had foretold;, and bearing with exempla* 
ry fortitude the perfccution of the Jews, whofc 
refentnaent he had drawn upon himfelf by the 
reproofs and denunciations he honeftly fet before 
them, is faid to have been ftoned to death by 
them at Tahpanhes in Eg)^t. 

By a • prophecy in tKe year 3417 delivered to 
the Jews in their captivity at Babylon by their 
fellow-captive Ezekiel, who alio, like his con- 
temporary Jeremiah, was of the^prieftly family. 

By feveral prophecies attended with miracles 
for the fpace of 69 years from the year 3401 de- 
iivere4 partly to the captive Jews, and partly to 
the Babylonians, a people famed for fcience, by 
Daijiel, who was defcended of the royal family 
of the Kings of Judah, and carried captive to t 
foreign court in his youth. He wa« there edu- 
cated in all the learning of the Chaldeans. His 
diftinguiflied piety and wifdom, which Nebu- 
chadnezzar juftly efteemed more than human, 
raifed him to a ftation of the highefl trufl and 
dignity under that monarch. He foretold and 
furvived the conqueft of Babylon by the Perfians, 
and the return of the Jews to their country 5 and 
his merits continued him in the favour of the 
two Perfian monarchs Darius and Cyrus: he was, 
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as Jofephus obferves, the only prophet that en- 
joyed a great fhare of worldly profperity. 
. By a * prophecy in the year 3484 delivered to 
the Jews after their return from the Babylonifh 
captivity by Haggai, 

By ^ three prophecies of Zechariah in the 
year 3485. 

By feveral * prophecies in the year 3607 by 
Malachi who clofed the fucceffion of prophets 
under the Mofaic difpenfation. All thefe are re- 
corded by the prophets themfelves. 

It was accomplifhed in the birth, miniftry, 
death, refurreftion, and afcenfion of our Saviour, 
which was one continued fccne of miraculous 
goodnefs and power for the fpace of 33 years 
from the year 4004. Thefe events are recorded 
by eye-witneifes, plain, difinterefted, and artlefs 
men, who by laying down their lives gaVe the 
greateft proof of honefty that men can give. 

It was attefted to the world by miracles too 
many to be enumerated, exhibited before the 
moft inquifitive and learned of mankind, nay 
before all the nations of the known world, by 
the difcipleg of our Lord, men of tried virtue, but 
deftitute of all the helps of human knowledge or 
power ; and laftly by Paul of Tarfus, a man of 

• \ 

a Haggai 2. b Zech, C. 3. 8. C g. 9, lo. C. II. 14. Ma- 

Jachi 3. 4 Chapters. 
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penetration, learning and eloquence, who from 
a perfecutor became by a miracle a convert to 
the chriflian caufe. 

Such are the bounds of revelation as marked 
out to us in the facred writings. And could hu- 
man contrivance give rife, or human power fuc- 
cefs, to a fcheme of thefe dimenfions ? Mark 
its increafe and extent, how fteadily it advances, 
how it breaks through all interruptions, and o- 
verbears all refiftance, how regular its progrefs, 
how deep laid its foundations, how awful its 
magnitude : and then ask if fuch be the refult of 
human forefight, and human abilities; ask if 
that fubtilty, whofe moft- contiguous deiigns are 
very fuperficial and uncertain, could work at 
fuch a diflance fo* deeply and fo furely -, if that 
power, which finds itfelf counteracted andcircum- 
fcribed by every being with which it is furround- 
ed, could give birth to fuch amazing operations ; 
ask in (hort if three/core years and ten could ex- 
pand itfelf^ till it became commenfurate with four 
thoufand years. 

Let us confider this a little more circumftan- 
tially. Can fuch a fcheme be merely an jnven-^ 
tion of the hiftorians concerned in recording it? 
No ; there is an uniformity runs through it, which 
will never fufFer us to think it the cafual produc- 
tion of a number of men io remote in their ages, 

divided 



<livided in their interefts, and diftinguiflied in 
their geniufes» For did thcfe men, utter ilran-* 
gers to any general defign, each of them direct 
his fortuitous labours on his own detached part 
fo exaftly according to rule and meafure, that 
out of all thefe parts accidentally put together 
there arofe, as out of a chaos, one harmonious 
and well-proporticxied whole? No reafonable 
' inquirer can acquiefce in fo abfurd a folution 5 
becaufe it fuppofes chance to be the parent of fi- 
nal caufes, and to aft, under different circum- 
ftances, with a view to one determinate end. 

The opinion that the Iliad of Homer was 
compofed out of a fet of fcattered rapfodies, which 
the poet left behind him, hath been juftly explo- 
ded ; becaufe there never was a poem where the 
unities arc better preferved. But what an affront 
to all common fenfe would the judicious critic 
have efleemed it, had it been added, that every 
one of thefe rapfodies was conceived by a diffe- 
rent imagination ? 

But if devious fancy is infufficient for the pur- 
pofe, and intention mufl be allowed neceflary to 
fuch a produftion ; fhall we fay then, that each 
of the hiflorians copied his part after fome pre- 
conceived Model ? If there was fuch a Model it 
mufl have been defigned by Mofes, who executed 
the^firfl p^rt of the hiftory. Allow that the de- 
fign 
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fign was iiniflied in the moft mailerly manner, 
how vsras it conununicated to the fucceedin^ hif<* 
torianSy and concealed at the fame time from ail 
the reft of mankind who were to be deceived by 
it ? How was it contrived that, after lying buried 
at intervals for fo long a fpace of time, it fhould 
come to be revived precifely a^ thofe critical pe- 
riods when it was to b? refumed, and difcovcred 
to thofe geniufes alone who were beft qualified 
to carry it on ? But were it poflible to think of 
fon>e contrivance, by which it might be conveyed 
down from century to century, and made all the 
way to fink and emerge in a convenient manner ; 
ftill it would be asked, what inducement could 
be annexed to it to engage the hiftorians to un- 
dertake their affigned parts ? If it was to bribe 
them with affluence, eafe, and grandeur, we 
will fuppofe David or Daniel to have been over- 
cgme by fuch temptations ; but what power could 
they have over the majority, who neither enjoyed 
nor wiihed to enjoy fuch advantages ? Say that it 
was impowered by fome allurement or other, no 
matter what, to influence and give a proper turn 
to their minds 3 but how could it aftuate minds 
fo 'diiFerently turned, as their produftions fhew 
them to have been ? how could it put in motion 
the f^blime conceptions of the Pfalmift, the en- 
raptured fancy of Ifdi^^ the pathetic foul of the 
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prieft of Anathoth, and the tranquil minds of 
the Evangelifts ? In fliort, there can be no motive 
thought of that could biafs fuch a variety of dif- 
pofitions to a concurrence in a deceit ; and there- 
fore it muft be concluded, that the hiftorians 
have defcribed to us vsrhat appeared to them at 
leaft to be real occurrences, and actual events. 

Perhaps then the honeft hiftorians were them- 
felves impofed upon amongft the reft of man- 
kind, by the fubtilty of thofe who were employ- 
ed in the management of this pretended revela- 
tion. Now we might infift, that fince the hif- 
torians were all of them alfo engaged in the ac- 
tion, it was impoflible for them to be impoftors 
in the capacity of performers, while diey are pre- 
fumed honeft as hiftorians. But let us overlook 
this advantage wiiich Ae confideration of them 
as hiftorians has given us, and fct them before 
us in the fingle light of aftors. Here again^ if 
they are (aid to be impoftors, the fame fet of un- 
anfweraWe difficulties will recur, only much cor- 
roborated by this circumftance, that the feries of 
adlors is much longer than that of hiftorians, and 
their charadters more various. If then they car- 
ried their views no farther than that every one 
mi^t gain fuccefs barely to his own private part 
of the impofture, how was it poffible that fo 
great a number of alien and random inventipne, 
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when they were by accident applied to each o- 
their, fhould not only keep clear of all repugnan- 
cy and coUifionj but fhould fall at gncc into a 
mofl: beautifiil arrangement^ and bring with 
them all the marks of relation, previous defign, 
and mutual dependeqpy ? , 

But if they alfo ifted in concert, their plan 
muft have been contrived by Adam, fince he 
firft made way for it by abufing his pofterity 
with the notion of a fall, and the pretended ex- 
pediency of a redemption. The difficulty there- 
fore is much increafed, fince it is now to be con^ 
veyed fome thoufand year? farther than when it 
was fuppofed to come originally from Mofes^ 
and precautions are to be taken, that, as it pafiq^ 
down through ages of darknefs and ages of fcience, 
it may be covered all the while fr9m the delu- 
ded, and unveiled only to the agents in its pro- 
pagation. But were it poffible <o think of fome 
fecret means of dbmmunication between the ex- 
treme ages of the world, fome hidden channel 
by which a general fcheme might have been 
conveyed, unfufpedted by the reft of mankind, 
from impoftor to impoftor, from Adam to the 
Apoftles; yet what, fhall we fay, induced them to 
engage in the attempt, or by what lucky contin- 
gency or wife pre-ordination did a fet of men du- 
ly qualified arife at fit intervals, anjl take their 
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ftations for the execution of it ? Shall we fup* 
pofe them to have been feduced by any of thofe 
three temptations which draw the bulk of man- 
kind after them, riches, honours, or pleafures ? 

Avarice might perhaps find its account in the 
numerous flocks and herds^of the patriarchs, or 
in the affluence of a land floWing with milk and 
honey : but it could never be avarice which con- 
fent^ to refign all its poflefflons for generous ahd 
charitable ufes, to fell its lands for the fupport 
of the poor. 

The intrepid lawgiver of the Ifraelites, or the 
afpiring fon of Jefle, might have been fired by 
AmbitioA : but it could not be ambition which 
e^pofed the prophet Balaam to this angty rebuke 
firom the king of Moab, << I thought to prcMnote 
<f thee to great honour, but, lo ! the Lord hath 
<< kept thee back from honour/' It could not 
be ambition which encouraged the prophets fb 
conflantly to thwart the inclinations of the great : 
It could not be ambition which taught humility 
to the difciples of a crucified mafter. 
. Pleafures might find their way into the fplen-- 
did court of David : but it could not be in pur- 
fuit of pleafures that the forerunner of our Lord 
retired into the wildemefs, and came preaching 
and pradlifing the auftere duties of penitence 
and felf-denial : It could not be a bve of plea- 
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iure which formed fo many heroes in fufFering, 
which furnifhed the glorious catalogue of thofe 
who were dejiitute^ affiiBedy tormented. Indeed 
the fhining piety of moft of thofe who adlcd in 
the fervice of revelation, is alone fiafiicient to 
convince us> that they muft have been proof a<- 
g^inft every indired: motive. 

Yet there are fome who have thought of a 
motive which, they fay, this very piety would ra- 
ther expoie them to, than fecure them againfL 
For might not a fpirit of enthufiafin, after they 
were deluded by it themfelves, be the innocent 
occafion of their attempting to draw others into 
the fanie delufion? You may think you dif* 
cern one of the * fymptoms of enthufiafm in the 
glowing imagination of the Evangelical Prophet, 
or the fervent zeal of St. Paul ; but how was the 
meeknefs of Mofes> how were the calm difpaffio- 
natc minds of our Lord's attendants, kindled into i^ 
flame ? If the deep complainings, the mournful 
ftrains, fo frequently occurring in the prophets^ 
indicate a melancholy turn of miiid ; it could not 
be melancholy which infpircd their fongs of ex- 
ultation and triumph; it could not be melan- 

a Thefe are, fays an admirable writer, the ingredients of which 
enthufiafm is generally compofed; great heat of temper, melan- 
choly, ignorance, credulity, and vanity or felf conceit. Obfer-* 
vations on tb$ c^nvtrji^n and afufilefiAp if St. PaiiL 
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cho\y which tuned the joyful harp of David« 
Should the illiterate difciples be thought to lie o- 
pen to the charge of ignorance and credulity ; yet 
furely the learned fcholar of Gamaliel, and im- 
placable perfecutor of chriftianity, will not be 
fufpeded of either. Where modefty and humi- 
lity are every where fo remarkable , there can be 
no colour .of reafon for the imputation of vanity. 
But, could it be rendred in any degree probable, 
that the religious phrenzy had pofleffed fuch a 
variety of charadlers, and that the whole fuccef- 
iion of prophets had unfortunately catched the 
contagion from each other; yet would it be ut- 
terly inconfiftent tvith the nature of enthufiafm, 
to conceive a number of unhappy men under its 
influence adting confiflently with themfelves and 
with each other ; to imagine a Syftem, which 
reafon cannot improve, could be engendred by 
madnefs, and perfedl harmony maintained a- 
mongft the extravagancies, the ravings, the un- 
natural formations of a delirious fancy. 

But if neither the honefty of their intentions^, 
nor the foundnefs of their underftandings could 
be defended to our fatisfadlion, it would ftill be 
impoflible to account for the fuccefs of fuch an 
impoflure. For will you fay that it was impo- 
fed by authority and eftablifhed by power ? Noah 
the father of the new world, and Abraham the 
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fkther of that family to which the revelation was 
long confined, had authority : the viftorious 
leader of the Ifraelites, and the chief favourite of 
the Babylonifli monarch, had power: but what 
power could the unfriended prophets pretend to, 
or the perfecuted difciples of him, who had not 
where to lay his head? Was it by fuperior learn- 
ing, fubtilty of genius, and a deep knowledge of 
the powers of nature, that they were enabled to 
delude the world ? Mofes was learned in all the 
wifdom of the Egyptians ^ and was mighty in words 
and in' deeds : Daniel was mafter of all the fe- 
crets d the chaldean Magi : Paul of Tarfus is 
ranked' amongft the moft renowned Orators, and 
is' named with Kocrates, Demofthenes, and Xe- 
nophon : Biit what art, what force of genius, had 
the |>lain fliepherd Amos, or the unlettered fifti- 
crmen of Galilee ? 

Perhaps then you will choofe to fhift the fup- 
pofitioh ; and to fay, that the impofture might have 
been eftablifhed without the aflSftance of great 
abilities ; that it might have been fo filently con- 
duced, as to have efcaped the notice of thofe, 
who were concerned to deted: it ; or that the wit- 
nefifes, if there were any, might have entertained 
it upon very flender proofs, being ignorant, cre- 
dulous, or prejudiced in its favour. 
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That it was not tranfa^kd i& ohfeuri^, tib^ 
who floated in the ark over a drowned worlds 
and in them all their poilerity, had a proof nevei 
to be forgot* That the n»racles of M o£e& wert 
not done in retirecnentj vntmk a whole lani 
groaning under places iin^fiidsed; at his cosimand^ 
witnefs her defolated fidds> her darkened atmof* 
pherie^ her expiring fons. That the ouracles of 
our Saviour and his apofUes. did not ihua tht 
light, a fainting multitude fuftained by food ctth 
ated under the teft of their s^niihed fenfes^ the 
fkk publicly reftored to health, the dead pubtie-< 
ly railed to lifesr the utmoft bounds of the R^ 
man enifire, and jMromi&uous. thouisuida odk^l^ 
ed out of every nation; undo: heaven, ParthiaiiSi 
and Medes, and Ekodtes^ and the dwellera in 
Md&potamia and in Judea, and Cappadoda, in 
Pontus and Afia, Phrygia and PamphyMa, in. £-> 
gypt, and in the parts c^ Lybia about Cyrqne^ 
and ftrangers. of Ronie, Jews and Prc^etyt^ 
Cretes and Arabians, wiU bear witnds. 

That they could be through ignorance impcH 
fed upon, the bbafted wU*dom of the £gyptmn&» 
the recondite learning of the Magi, the fcrupc^ 
lous philofophy of Athens^ and the polite $st^ 
carried with the Ronian arms into mo(k pulis of 
the known world,, witt TOt fuffer us to fufpeift.. 
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' tf yon IJidnk they might be through prejudico 
vaSSkn^ deceived^ call to mind the hard bonj- 
dage of the chjofeoi people m £gyp<i» and* Pha-. 
raoh's hoAile puduit of their hbfts ; call tp miindr 
thc» miurmoring and nmtiaous behaviouir to. 
Mofea in. th& defert ; call to fniad the persecuted 
Pixjpfaetsi Thtt theGentilesdidoot receive Gh]?if^ 
tianity with tbe readine& of ptiqpo&ffiQa,, I^ej^ 
the Ubod of tiheMasrtycs write m indekble cha- 
racers : That tha Jerarifli. nation w^Siifkoft bigptted. 
'na &nzour of one Lord» let th$ horr<»r of that) 
fluoqtj ^ Cnsdfy him^ crucify him^" pnaiQlaiKn to» 
aU; this^ vrorM. 

Tt> conatprebend ail: at once. Cbuid we fup<-r 
poi^ afl poiffifaie adRsantogea of powder and genius: 
csi one ads, QpfBD&d to all the. difadyant^ges of 
impotmcs and i^oocance on tbe QtAsti y^' ^vent 
tlittGy where ali tfairfit engines of itz^iibare work; 
under a cosirert £d favourafaJs: ta dduSom^ they 
eovSd not eftablifh fbch: an impoftuse. as tbi?. 
Let aM humaai abilities, be accuouilated iji^ the 
aAors, and the witnefles loaded with all^ human 
imsknettss »id de&afbs ; Idt a vieioi of craft and 
a veiai of credddity ran. pandkl[ to eachi other 
thcough die afltQdi](iiyiaii>. 1^ patniarcl^l^ the 
mo^c, the. pcopfaeticalv and apoii^ical ag6&;^ 
yet ftill the harmony,, that appears throu^hourU 
the plan of rcvelfttioo, is of fuch a nature, as 
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makes it abfolutely impoflible to be the product 
of humanity thus luckily circumftanced. For. 
except the aggregate of human power could rife 
at laft to Omnipotence, and the fum of human 
knowledge could amount to prcfcience, they 
could nevfer have done more than to take all ad- 
vantages of prefent occurrences 5 they could ne- 
ver have contrived nor conducted a fcheme» 
whofe fuccefs depended on events fituated in re- 
moteft futurity j which was fo furprifingly ac- 
commodated to every change of circumftanices 
that ftiould arife through fucceeding timtes*; in 
whofe beginning might be feen, as it were, the 
rudiments and feeds of its perfeftion ; and whofe 
accomplifhment was a wonderful realizing of e- 
vents imaged in its ftate of immaturity. Such a 
fcheme could have been carried into ocecution 
by none but Him, "*who declares theendfronx 
" the beginning, and from ancient times the 
«.* things that are not yet dorte, faying. My coun- 
« fel fhall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure/* 
It could be planned by no wifdom but that, 
« ^ which reacheth from one end to the other 
" mightily ; and doth fwcetly order all things." 
• The Draught above given of Revelation is in- 
deed rude and unfinifhed. It is drawn in imita- 
tion of thofci who reprefent the folar fyftem hy 

a Iiaiah46. lo. b Wifdom 8, i. 
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the revolutions of little gilded balls, or who de- 
lineate the world on fmall tablets. We have on- 
ly touched upon fome of its principal points, lay- 
ing it down^ as it were, by a very contradled 
fcale. However it is not without its ufes, if it 
has at all affifted or ftrengthened our conceptions 
in the courfe of our reafoning j or if this imper- 
fedl difcovery of the beauties of revelation may 
engage any one in a ferious ftudy of the facred 
volumes themfelves, through a defire to enjoy a 
fuller and more accurate view of them *. 

* The reader will perceive, that the dates in the foregoing 
fc6lion are taken from the common fcheme of Chronology, ufed 
in the margin of our Bibles. But the argument will have the fame 
force, on any other hypothefis bf note among the learned; nor 
indeed will it be invalidated, even fuppoflng all ancient Chrono- 
logy to be as precarious, and as incapable of being adjufted, as 
fome late letters on the ftudy andufe of Hiftory reprefent it to be : 
Unlefa it could be imagined (which furely the noble writer himfelf 
would not fuggeft) that all the iuppofed Predictions, Occurrences, 
and Narrations here refer'd to, were the produdl of the fame age 
at leaft, if not the contrivance and fidlion of one and the fame 
man : To a more abford imaginatioa than \vhich InHdelity need 
not be reduced. 
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Section VII. 

Mediate upon tbefe thirds ; give thy f elf 
wk^lfy to tbetn. t Tim, 4. 15. 

LE T us nonr colle6t into a nairow compafs 
the nature of our argument. We fay firft 
then, that the truth of thriftianity is attefted hy 
feveral miracles and prophecies. But, forasmuch 
as it might poffiMy be ftn^wQied of any fingle fadt 
that it owed all its credit to fome lucky accident, 
or to die mifapprehenfions of ignorant and cre- 
dulous men miCled by power and dionmg ; tiiere- 
fore in the next place, thcfe fevcral mirades and 

prophecies uniting all their forces, and forming 
a feries of connedled &(3:s, every paft oi which 
communicates ftrength to every other part, we 
fay that the evidence arifing from this combina- 
tion is fo clear and ftrong, that every fhadow of 
fufpicion muft vanifh. For that power and wif- 
dom which could preferve confiftence through 
fuch a feries of fafts muft not have been (hort- 
lived, tranfient^ or inteffupted, but muft have 
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coKitinued in aiftion from liie beginning to the 
end of die fenes: and, beciuie towards the end 
is placed a great event, to which ev^ preceeding 
pairt has a manifefb rdation, that wifdom muft 
alfo from the very original have had a clear view 
and perfod aiTuranoe of its completion. But 
thefe are charaifters of wifdom and power appU- 
cable alone to the divine. For that wifdom which 
could guide a progreflion of faAs through fo im* 
menfe a fj^ce of time with an uniform direftion 
to one determinate end, could be no other than 
the wifdom which fbrefees all frrture events ; and 
that power which could guard it through all in* 
ter&rirg and oppofii^ occurrences, turnii^ a^ 
iide ^very contrary force which might Ijave 
weakened or deftroyed its tendency to the defti- 
ned end, could be no other than the power which 
gives motion to, and withdraws it from, every 
dflpendenit being. In fo efFed:ual a manner doe$ 
the general hamiony running through the fyflem 
of revelation, cover from all fufpicion of deceit 
4Jie particular miracles and prophecies of which 
it is pompofed. 

If this be the right way of treating the evi- 
'deaoe for our rdigion, the following obfervalions 
will not fe^n to be impertinently introduced. 

I. This confequence from the nature of the 
nas^^uneitt canttot efcape us, that all the fcriptures 
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are of the highcft importance to us, there being 
no book contained in them which does not either 
contribute to the evidence or the explanation of 
the revelation : the firft prophecy, like the grain 
of muftard-feed to which the gofpel is compared, 
gradually growing up, enlarging and expanding 
itfelf in the fubfequent fcriptures ; till at laft we 
behold it in its full magnitude, "yielding its fruit 
** for the healing of the Nations." . 

2. Providence cooperating with natural cau- 
fes, in determining the time of our Saviour's co- 
ming, would have a regard to that feafon when 
the circumftances and difpofition of mankind 
were fuch as might make way for its fpeedy pro- 
pagation and eftablifliment. That the moft ex- 
tenfive monarchy then fubfifted, and that the 
minds of men, much improved by learning, were 
prepared for the reception of truth, may reafona- 
bly be efteemed circumftances of this kind : By 
the former of thefe a communication being o- 
pened between moft of the nations of the known 
world, the progfefs of the gofpel muft have been 
greatly facilitated, and if by the latter it was fub- 
jefted to all the rude handling of a fceptical exa- 
mination, yet this helped to bring it forth into 
that full light where it was moft for its advan- 
tage to appear. Befides thefe and feveral other 
confiderations which might be added for the fa- 

tisfaftion 



iS7i 

tisfadiion of that inquiiy, why the Meffiah was 
not fent into the world to fave mankind much 
earlier i and befides that the delay can be thought 
no lofs to any age, fince thofe who went before 
were faved by faith in the promife; we may add, 
that the gofpel could not have been advanced 
much higher into antiquity without fhortning 
the chain, and confequently, leffening the force 
of evidence. 

3 • We can with no reafon complain of our 
being placed fo remote from the ages of prophe- 
cies and miracles, becaufe our evidence is fo far 
from being lefs than theirs who were contempo- 
rary with the infpired, that it is aftually fupe- 
rior. If they, who were coeval with the miracles 
or prophecies, had the evidence of their fenfes for 
the truth of fome particular fedts, this can hard- 
ly be thought to fet them upon a level with us, 
who have the • advantage of feeing the whole 
chain completed, and of deliberately examining its 
ftrength and connection through all its parts. As 
we may judge better of the fkill and abilities of 
an archited, when we fee a finifhed building, 
th«i when we fee it incomplete. ' 

4. To thefe obfervations refpedting the paft 
and prefent ages, we may naturally fubjoin, that 
we have the greateft reafon to confide in the due 
completion of all thofe paffages of fcripture which 
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itiU l6ok ibrward into futurity^ dnd ficmly to be* 
Hevc;, that the myfiery of God JhaU be finifixdy as 
be hath declared to bis Jervants the prt^ixtu Re* 

5. To thofe fca-ward critics, who talk with 
great petulance and boldne&on theTarious parts 
of this fyftem, without ever having confidered 
the whole, may be allied what Ariftotie de* 
gantly remarks diicourfing of the material fyf* 
tcm. " ■ One can hardly forbear pitying the lit- 
tknelfs of mind of Aofe authors, who have la-- 
b(^ioufly defcribed to us the natore of fdme 
finall places tli^ lituation of a city^ the courfe 
**of a river, or the beauty of a mountain, fomc 
vwiting of Ofla, ibme erf Nyik, fome x)f the 
Coryocan cave, or other parts of the world ; 
.** when we &e/diem ftruck with ordmary things, 
«* and i^idiiiig tficmfdves in thefc ijarrow fpccu- 
^^ latons. This ari&s from their newr brving 

♦ ■ ■ - 

^x^9^^tK% 7K -gv^ffrm §ittnwXvy(tiMf9f ««f f**^ flg»i*fw« •«» 9** 
Anft. «rt^ J(90'^v I. 
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^ contemplated Uglier things, I nxeaii the tmi- 
'* voie, and the great bod^ of the umrerie, if 
<< they were once hron^ to a near profped of 
^iheSty their wonder wouJd bfe remowd £com 
*^ tv&y otfaor objed:, and all odier things would 
^appear fitiali, and Icarce worthy of re^d 
^ when compared with dieir fupericr excellence/' 
ItE tfa^ confined mquiries into natural f^ikifo- 
phy merited this cenfure frona Ari^tle, even 
where they were undertaken £&r ti^ <iifcov^ of 
beauties ; what muft have been his droughts of 
thofe, whofe <mly purfuit, in a nrach more, im- 
pottSLAt fubged, is aft^ defed$ and blemiihes? 
who, if they can point oi^ft &>mt fingle paifiage 
whidi in tbar fapGrfidal and rapid way of rea* 
Toning may be coododed uninteQig^e^ tiunk 
ihcy have done eaou^ to oineitaro lev'dation ? 
and wbo would have mmddnd isecdve general 
impreffions of & gdtnd afidipfl:, from any de* 
tadied circumftams in the hiftory of NoAtt, 
JofiTAS, orSt.FAUL) diat may fbcm moft ca« 
pable of a ludicrous or iiutfavourabie reprefenta* 
tionf We fee piainly that Ariilode^ £aT £cam al- 
lowing theiib to be the men of thofe liberal and 
enlarged conceptions, that uncommon compafs 
of thought, they pretend to, would have given 
diem no mikier appellation than that off^sxf^^ 
;^i, " men of little mijids/' 

6. The 
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6. The nature of the evidence does not re- 
quire that every chriftian fhould be able to an- 
fwer every objedion he may hear on the fubjedl 
of revelation. " It is obvious", as the judicious 
Bifhop Butler remarks, " how much advantage 
" the nature of this evidence gives to thofe per- 
" fons who attack chriftianity, efpecially in con- 
" verfation. For it is eafy to fliew in a fhort anfl 
lively manner, that fuch and fuch things are 
liable to objection, that this and another thing, 
is of little weight in itfelf ; but impoflible to 
" fhew, in like manner, the united force of the 
" whole argument in one view. *" In the mean 
time, under thefe circumftances, let the plain 
and well meaning chriftian enjoy perfedt compo- 
fure of mind in this refledion. " Thefe loofe 

* objedtions, minute cavils, indire<9: fallies of wit, 
^unnatural diflortion^ of ridicule, fhall never 
•give me the leaft difturbance. The evidence 

* God has been pleafed to give me for the truth 

* of his revelation does not hang wavering by a- 

* ny flender circumftance, is not of a thin or 

* ihadowv fuhftance : and therefore it would be 

* unreafonable to fufFer any fcruples about a cir- 
' cumftance, which may arife wholly from mif- 

* apprehenfion, from fome cafual violence ofFe- 

* red it, or falfe lights thrown upon it, to (hake 

a, Analogy P. 401. 
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" or unfcttb my faiths whofe evidence is k body 
" of fuch dimenfions, and cafts fo ftrong ai %ht, 
^< that it is as vifible to theplaineft as acuteft un-- 
*' derilandings, and that no fubtilties or refine-- 
** ments, nor even real obfcurities, about dctach- 
'^ ed parts, can ever malce me doubt of its exif- 
" tence." 

7. We may now difcern the coriftitutional and 
fpecific difi^rence between the evidence of our 
religion, and that of all others. Every religion 
has pretended to fome miraculous inteirpofitions 
in its favour, neither have thofe wanted their 
converts. But then their predictions were ever 
ambiguous, and never far preceeded the event y 
their, miracles were few in number, incoherent 
and weakly fupported j greatly limited both in 
time and place, confined to fome narrow corner: 
of the world, and taking in fome very inconfide- 
rable part of duration : few had a fhare in the 
performance, and they underwent the infpeClipn 
of few witneffes. We may ftill therefore conti- 
nue to difbelieve the miracles which Livy relates, 
though he had reported them with all the confi- 
dence of one who was himfelf perfuadcd of their 
truth, and yet confiftently give credit to the mi- 
racles of the Bible. For here only is a chain of 
evidence of admirable beauty and contexture, the 
work of no fingle hand, age, nor country, taking 

its 
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its rife &r above the annak of other nations^ pre^ 
ierved indre and uribrokoa thran^ att idie chafins ^ 
o£ hs&oty, tbrough all the interrupbioDSL of the 
greabcft revolutions^ and rannkig ^ong throagh 
an knnienfe trad of dmation^ frcnai the very^ cqb- 
fines of the eceattoo tiU the fbkefs of tinK arri* 
ved. 

Thus do all ^ zniracks and prophecies to- 
gether> every one briaggmg in ks jnft contir3»- 
tion of beauty and ilrength> codgipo£e one cosit^ 
pkte, umverfa)^ and ail*fufficient proof of the 
dmmty of the chriftian religion. As when then 
coirandnd of the ahsK^gh^ Creator firft feparatedr 
the partides of b^. from dbe dark matter of the. 
chaos, thefe> Mpended in various qxmitities, and: 
liable to be obCcured or drunk up by every dark 
and watery cloud, gave a &in£ imileady lighL. 
But when again (Xnnipotence afTociabed dieir 
£:attered beams, and colle(33ed them icita one bo- 
dy, be placed it in the centet, an exhanftlefe 
fountain of light, for ever to warm and ittnmi- 
ivte the whole fyitem« 
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Section VIIL 

Te do erry not hunxmg thefcriptures^ mtr 
the p9wer of (hd* Mat. 22. z^. 

IT is a melancholy profp^ to belioM mmf 
aoQoegft u^ftyiiktmg ia ^knefs and ifi> tlxt 
ihadow of deaths ^^st this glorious diy-fpriHg 
from o^ hi^ hal^ viiitod us: tofbe OMiir abu^ 
thalfiiee acceiis te the records of reveUtioii yrUch 
they fhould efteem d3eir hxppmeh*, exaiaMniiig 
thepi wii^nt any hi^car rdifli than vihsit ibme 
fancied defeats may ^bne> and conten^pkcing the 
light ^^y yield widiout any emotion of pleafure^ 
tilt perhaps after gazing bng on its %lesdc»r they 
imagine that they have di&overed certain fpots 
in it. For the flxongeft light ftiil blinds the eye 
that looks with too much boldneis upon it. I 
wi(h I knew how to prevail with fuch to fiaA 
pend their enjoyment of thefe little imaginary 
btemijQhes, were it only tilt they could take one 
comprdicnfivc and deliberate view pf the evi- 
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dence which chriftianity offers them, and might 
thereby fatisfy themfelves whether the Utde parts 
which they now feparately blame, do not make 
a more advantageous appearance when each pof- 
fefles its natural place in the intire ftrudnre. 

" You muft excufe us if we feem more than 
«« conunonly warm and earneft in our folicitations 
" to you. There is a motive animates our addrefr 
**fes, which ,thofe engaged on your fide cannot 
poffibly feel 5 . 1 mean the ftrong one of com- 
paflion : Compaffion to fee you voluntarily de- 
prived of all the benefits of Redemption, and 
<*cheriflaing the weaknefles of your nature, in- 
** ftead of applying a remedy to them. Suffer 
me then to lead you up into an exceeding high 
mountain, from whence you may have a fight 
*' of revelation in its fiilf extent and glory. And 
f^here let me exhort you to fall down and wor- 
fhip him, who from a like fituation gave proof 
of his divinity by that noble repulfe to the 
grand adverfary of our race. Get thee hence ^ Sa^ 
" tan, for it is written, * Thou Jhalt worjhip the 
" Lord thy God, and him only Jhalt thou ferve. 
" From this exalted flation fee how all the rough- 
5^ neffes and irregularities that difpleafed you be- 
"low, now difappear. You will furely agree 
" with me now, that yon deep fiffure, and that 
" rugged precipice, which fingly you thought 
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** deformities, have an admirable cSgO:. What 
" a fmoothnefs of beauty every thing wears, and 
how noble a profpedt does this variety of ob- 
jects all together compofe !" 
*' And would you yet, in gaining a general no- 
*' tion of a fcheme fo extenfive as revelation, have 
" our attention cx)nfined to fome of its minu- 
" teft and feemingly wea^eft parts ? Would you 
** then allow one difputing againft the exiftence 
" of a God, to limit your obfervation to fome na- 
** ked rock, or fome cold bed of ice under the 
** Ardic pole ? No : You would bid him leave 
" thefe little conceptions, and dilate his mind to 
comprehend the univerfe/- 

Yoii cannot but difcern, how hopelefs an at- 
tempt it is to praftice againft us the ftratagem 
*' dF that brave Roman youth, who overcame a 
fuperior force by dividing it. It is to no pur- 
pofe to fet about the conqueft of fome part 
" of revelation. You fee the connection running 
^' through the whole is fo ftrong, that it muft 
" ftand or fall in one body. Of how little im^ 
«' portance then are all difputes about the fuperio- 
** rity of one branch of revelation to another ! 
" difputes juft of the fame nature with theirs, 
" who would have divided themfelves into par- 
^* ties, one faying I am of Paul, another I am 
<^ of ApoUos. Amongft the true ptrons, the 
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" true doiflrlnes, and the true evidences of chrif- 
" tianity, there are no rivalfliips, no feparate in- 
" terefts. The ftrongeft principles of mutual at- 
**tradtion alike unite and harmonize them alL 
«« Let beauty then invite you, if you have that 
" cxquifite relifh for beauty, which you would be 
<* thought to have, when you fpeak with rap- 
<* ture of the native charms of virtue : Beauty 
" indeed, not of that vifionary and barren kind 
" which you admire -, but beauty the moft bene- 
** ficent, and introdudtory to the higheft enjoy- 
" ments. It was the boaft of the Romans that 
" they conquered the world in order to civilize 
« it : Chriftianity can fay more ; this conquers in 
" order to make it happy. But you difdain the 
« mercenary motive. You will be virtuous, fub- 
*' limely and completely virtuous, without ftoop- 
"ing for affiftance or reward. Alas! in the 
" prefent circumftances of humanity diis is the 
true ambitiofa paupertas^ the burlefijue digni- 
ty of beggarly nobility in rich rags. Real 
" wants and infirmities are not thus to be fhaken 
" off. Your moral beauty and rectitude can no 
*« more of themfelves enable reafon to command 
the pafiions, than the Stoical apathy to extin- 
guifh them. There was a time when virtue 
had fole pofleffion of our nature, and when 
;fuch haughty fentiments might better have be- 

" come 






CC 
CC 
€C 
CC 



€C 



[67] 

** come us. But, even then, the principles you 
fpeak of were not judged fufficient to maintain 
her in her empire, much'lefs can they enable 
her to recover it. We are feUen, indigent, and 
finful beings. If then you are fubjedt to any 
"of the complaints of our common humanity; 
" if, while you breathe with a generous ardor for 
** liberty, you find yourfelves unwilling flaves to 
** vice ; if, while you are engaged in the noble 
"purfuit of truth, you perceive yourfelves una- 
** voidably betrayed into error ; while you are 
afpiring after perfedtion, if you difcover any in- 
curable diforders and deformities in your na- 
ture; furely you can no longer fijpprefs the 
^^ wifh, that fome friendly and powerful divinity 
" might be fent down from heaven, a guide and 
" prote<9:or to weak and erring man. • Alcibia- 
" des under thefe circumftances had recourfe to 
hfs Socrates, when he begged him in the mod 
pathetic manner to put virtue in his power and 
" to refcue him from vice. But behold a greater 
" than Socrates appears to prevent your wifhes. 
" He comes to condud: you to liberty, perfeftion, 
" and happinefs : he who is himfelf " the Way, 
" the Truth, and the Life." If a defire of the 

a Cum fe Alcibiades adflidlaret, lacrimanfque Socrati fupplex 
. cffct, ut fibi virtutem traderct turpitudinemque depellcrct. Cic 
Tufc. Difp. L.3. 32. 
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** bleflings he offers can engage you in a ferious, 
" free and full examinafion of the merits of his 
" religion ; then doubt not but he will profper 
"inquiries undertaken with fuch a difpofition, 
" and foon make you happy in a conviftion, that 
" The Evidence for the Truth of Chris- 

**TlANITy IS AS SATISFACTORY AS ITS EnD 

" IS desireable." 
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